
Number of Producing Oil Wells Number of Wells Drilled
Powder Development Exploratory

 South Williston River Dry Service Sub- Dry Sub-

Year North Central Central Basin Basin TOTAL Oil Gas Holes Wells Total Oil Gas Holes T.A.1 Total TOTAL

1955 2,950 94 176 194 3,414 158 21 69 248 11 4 145 160 408
1956 2,969 96 213 306 3,584 229 6 75 310 12 0 171 183 493
1957 3,130 103 214 376 3,823 182 17 57 256 12 2 162 176 432
1958 3,120 102 248 446 3,916 159 7 46 212 12 2 109 123 335
1959 3,067 100 266 455 3,888 156 12 71 239 7 6 101 114 353
1960 2,811 96 303 497 3,707 114 4 58 176 14 3 150 167 343
1961 2,447 81 324 535 3,387 169 6 60 235 7 2 173 182 417
1962 2,615 88 333 656 3,692 182 16 57 255 8 2 154 164 419
1963 2,550 82 310 700 3,642 131 6 60 197 8 5 152 165 362
1964 2,216 88 317 708 3,329 100 7 109 216 22 3 150 175 391
1965 2,649 101 306 754 3,810 177 9 107 293 14 1 199 214 507
1966 2,308 106 301 792 3,507 179 9 96 284 10 3 185 198 482
1967 2,097 96 286 802 109 3,390 162 14 104 280 7 5 191 203 483
1968 1,898 99 282 784 328 3,391 300 14 89 403 15 13 509 537 940
1969 1,827 108 244 759 397 3,335 171 44 105 320 15 5 466 486 806
1970 1,806 92 200 743 371 3,212 60 30 63 153 12 11 272 295 448
1971 1,768 96 212 748 321 3,145 49 36 34 119 3 22 323 348 467
1972 1,856 83 224 706 265 3,134 79 97 87 263 7 19 435 461 724
1973 1,708 83 245 709 248 2,993 46 165 100 311 6 36 366 408 719
1974 1,802 86 267 712 233 3,100 58 179 212 449 7 21 265 293 742
1975 2,067 100 303 734 231 3,435 105 261 222 588 6 15 236 257 845
1976 1,978 97 316 737 181 3,309 106 264 169 539 17 8 223 248 787
1977 1,999 109 343 789 178 3,418 98 220 188 506 24 19 129 172 678
1978 2,052 115 347 863 169 3,546 123 223 232 578 21 15 179 215 793
1979 2,089 112 340 886 165 3,592 120 235 182 537 35 20 211 266 803
1980 2,212 124 358 996 148 3,838 241 203 206 650 30 12 260 302 952
1981 2,280 132 354 1,080 174 4,020 276 133 188 597 126 85 341 552 1,149
1982 2,455 138 249 1,360 212 4,414 263 145 120 19 547 64 46 248 358 905
1983 2,693 150 287 1,446 222 4,798 160 55 88 10 313 25 16 156 23 220 533
1984 2,610 144 294 1,577 214 4,839 327 99 87 20 533 33 21 189 25 268 801
1985 2,803 141 417 1,540 216 5,117 227 84 90 18 419 16 2 192 11 221 640
1986 3,017 80 453 1,509 184 5,243 90 81 69 4 244 11 10 130 10 161 405
1987 2,850 130 363 1,430 112 4,885 86 75 39 21 221 7 9 100 11 127 348
1988 2,821 128 355 1,434 103 4,841 72 54 46 12 184 10 19 100 9 138 322
1989 2,644 131 331 1,377 112 4,595 32 115 29 8 184 8 12 38 0 58 242

Oil Gas CBM2 Storage EOR3 

Injection
Disposal Dry Other Total

1990 2,579 135 323 1,356 118 4,514 44 192 0 2 4 1 92 0 335
1991 2,534 123 310 1,338 79 4,384 50 155 4 2 3 0 62 1 277
1992 2,568 138 287 1,338 69 4,400 38 154 0 3 0 2 66 4 267
1993 2,408 122 298 1,287 56 4,171 44 78 0 1 5 0 46 1 175
1994 2,324 136 272 1,311 71 4,114 66 102 0 7 2 2 77 4 260
1995 2,093 132 249 1,310 28 3,812 58 88 0 2 1 2 53 6 210
1996 2,020 120 242 1,271 49 3,702 71 66 0 2 7 2 50 0 198
1997 1,963 117 235 1,298 73 3,686 74 224 10 0 8 3 74 0 393
1998 1,912 118 236 1,292 82 3,640 72 144 21 0 10 1 65 3 316
1999 1,831 119 225 1,264 70 3,509 25 235 111 3 19 0 63 1 457
2000 1,863 126 229 1,304 76 3,598 58 286 77 6 3 0 57 0 487
2001 1,824 131 220 1,344 61 3,580 95 276 48 1 11 3 81 0 515

1 T.A. - Temporarily abandoned.

SOURCE: Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, Oil and Gas Division, Annual Review, 1955-2001.
Permit Data 1990-2001: Board of Oil and Gas Live Data Access, November 15, 2002 http://bogc.dnrc.mt.gov/OnlineData.htm.

Table P3. Number of Producing Oil Wells by Region and Number of Oil and Gas Wells Drilled by 
Type, 1955-2001

2 CBM - Coalbed Methane 3 EOR - Enhanced Oil Recovery
NOTE: The Montana Board of Oil and Gas recently revised its record keeping procedures.  The data for wells drilled since 1990 supercede those in 
the previous Annual Reviews.  After 1990, the number of wells drilled no longer is broken out by "Development" and "Exploratory."


